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COCONET Data Policy  
 
The COCONET data policy is consistent with, and in the spirit of, national and international 
policies and laws. Applicable policies or laws are those related to UN conventions, policies of 
international bodies often within the UN, policies and laws of the European Union. The COCONET 
data policy is intended to be fully compatible with the Directive of the European Parliament and 
of the Council on public access to environmental information [1], the INSPIRE Directive [2], IOC 
[3], ICES[4], WMO[5], GCOS [6], GEOSS [7] and CLIVAR [8] data principles. 
 
COCONET makes data available freely and without restriction. “Freely” means at no more than 
the cost of reproduction and delivery, without charge for the data itself. “Without restriction” 
means without discrimination against, for example, individuals, research groups, or nationality. 
COCONET makes data available in a timely and easy way to users through the WebGIS platform, 
but COCONET data remains dependent on data contributions. 
 
The COCONET WebGIS platform is the focus point for dissemination. 
 
According to the different types of assets, the access conditions vary: 
 
1) meta-data are freely accessible without any condition through SeadataNET 
2) data and products require acceptance of a user license. 
 
COCONET License Agreement: Terms and Conditions 
 
1. The Licensor grants to the Licensee a non-exclusive and non-transferable license to retrieve 
and use data sets and products from the COCONET WebGIS service in accordance with this 
license.  
 
2. Retrieval, by electronic download, and the use of GIS data is free of charge, unless otherwise 
stipulated.  
 
3. Regardless of whether the data are quality controlled or not, COCONET and the data source do 
not accept any liability for the correctness and/or appropriate interpretation of the data. 
Interpretation should follow scientific rules and is always the user’s responsibility. Correct and 
appropriate data interpretation is solely the responsibility of data users.  
 
4. Users must acknowledge data sources. It is not ethical to publish data without proper 
attribution or co-authorship. Any person foreseeing the use of COCONET data in a publication   
must communicate with the data source, in particular when the journal requires the availability 
of data underlying the research findings. In addition they have to consider the data source(s) for 
co-authorship of published results.  
 
5. In case of use of WebServices from the COCONET WebGIS they must be acknowledged using 
the following citation “COCONET project Fp7 (grant agreement no. 287844)” 
 
6. Data Users should not give to third parties any COCONET data or product without prior 
consent from the Data Manager and Project Leader.  
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7. Data Users must respect any and all restrictions on the use or reproduction of data. The use or  
reproduction of data for commercial purpose must be negotiated and require prior written 
permission from the data source (the content details of which are provided within the metadata 
of the relevant data set) 
 
8. Users are requested to inform COCONET of any problems encountered with COCONET 
provided data. This feedback will increase the quality of the data. 
 
9. The data cannot be used for legal, or for navigational purposes. 
 
10. The data provider can choose to give access to the data with an open licence (e.g. Creative 
Commons Attribution, Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/, or with the Public Domain Dedication 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/). In this case the download of data will be 
guaranteed  trough the WebGIS without signing the COCONET data access request form.  
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DATA ACCESS REQUEST FORM 
 
(The request for data access and download will be sent to the COCONET Data Manager, Data 
distribution supervisor and COCONET project coordinator, upon approval, an email with a link 
with credential for data access will be sent) 
 
Name and Surname: 
 
Organization: 
 
COCONET Partner Number: 
For non COCONET partner specify: Project name and funding organization: 
 
Contact Information (E-mail): 
 
Data requested: 
 (e.g. Specify the GIS Layer you need to download ) 
 
How will the data be used? 
 (please provide as much information as possible concerning the purpose behind the data request 
and foreseen future publications) 
 
 
Agree to COCONET License Terms and Conditions 
 
Date 
 
 
Signature  
 
 
To be sent to:  
 
Project coordinator: Ferdinando Boero (boero@unisalento.it) 
COCONET Data Manager: Federica Foglini (federica.foglini@bo.ismar.cnr.it) 
DATA distribution supervisor : Valentina Grande (valentina.grande@bo.ismar.cnr.it) 
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